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To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. 


MR. MACREADY’S 
FIRST APPEARANCE IN AMERICA, 


Str, - Having just returned from 
America, I have sent you an account 
of Mr. Macready’s career, 

Yours obediently, 
An Eve- Witness, 


When it became known in New 


Nee eee eer 


pers on the morning after Macready’s 
appearance were forced to acknow- 


| ledge that he was an almost perfect 


actor; so Willis’s letter went for 
nought, and he himself got well 
laughed at, much to the credit of 
the New Yorkites. But I will now 


| give you a brief account of his first 
| appearance :— 


York that Macready was about to , 
make his appearance, a certain lot | 


of critics, indeed the greater portion 
of them, worked might and main to 
prejudice the play-going public a- 
gainst him (for all Americans cannot 
bear the idea that England shall 
produce anything better than them- 
selves); indeed, one paper recom- 
mended, that as Macready was a 
friend of Dickens, they should give 
him a reception accordingly ; and 
one gentleman, Mr. Willis, wrote a 
long account to one of the provincial 
papers, endeavouring as far as pos- 
sible to mistake facts; but unfortu- 


A short time before the opening 
of the doors a violent storm came 
on, enough to deter any but real 
play-goers from venturing into the 


' streets ; nevertheless, every seat was 


= tenants aw 


| 


nately, almost all the New York pa- | 


filled before the rising of the cur- 
tain, and all were on the tiptoe of 
yp ee 

yder, who came on first, receiv- 
ed a hearty welcome, and played 
well: shortly after, Macready made 
his appearance, and the scene that 
ensued was exciting beyond descrip- 
tion. Hats, hands, and caps ap- 
plauded to the skies—I thought he 
would never be able to proceed: At 
length the tragedy commenced, and 
in a few minutes Macready rivetted 
the attention of hig auditors, so 
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much so during the progress of the | 
play, that scarcely a sound was | 
eard ; all the points told well, and | 
the moon scene produced enthusias- | 
tic applause, as well as the whole of | 
the last act. For myself, I thought | 
Macready rather nervous, as if his | 
style of playing was a new attempt | 
in America; but nothing could have | 
been more decided and brilliant than 
his success when he fell dead in the 
last scene. The applause burst out 
in a perfect hurricane, which conti- 
nued until he made his appearance 
before the curtain. On the thi 
night the receipts exceeded by more 
than 100-dollars those of the open- 
ing night, and on his appearance in 
Werner the receipts exceeded any o- 
ther night; indeed there can be no 
doubt that the more his style and 
genins become known, even more 
splendid will be his success. 








DRURY LANE. 





Monday.—Favorite, and Peri, 

Twesday, — Lady of the Lake, Fortunio. 
Weduesday.— Favorite, and Peri. 
Thursday.— Cinderella, and Peri. 
Friddy.—Favorite, and Peri. 
Saturday.—Lady of the Lake, Peri. 

Ir will be seen by the above list of 
the performances that no change has 
taken place here. This season is 
considered the most successful that 
hes been known before Christmas 
for many years. The houses durin 
the ight have been arene 4 
end the eee boxes are nightly 
filled by all the nobility in the me- 
tropolig.. The ballet of the Peri con- 
tinuies to increase in attraction ; Car- 
lotta Grisi’s. perilous leap is nightly 
eacored amidst the. jastic ac- 
clamations of the delighted audiences 
that throng the theatte. 

A new ballet. id.to be brought out 
here before Chtistmas, and 4 new 
grand pantomime js also in prepara- 
tion.—-We heat thet Mr. Bunn has 
offered am engagement to Mademoi- 
selle Pauline Le Roux, of the Royale 





Academie de Musique, to replace 
Carlotta Grisi, whose engagement 
terminates on the 1&th of the present 
month. 


COVENT GARDEN. 
Tuts national establishment has 
once more closed, and with it the 
brief managerial career of Mr. H. 
Wallack. Thursday in last week was 
the evening of the final perform- 
ances, the theatre on the previous 
two evenings having presented such 
ant appearance as we never before re- 
membered to have seen—literally “a 
beggarly aecount of empty benches.” 
Forty in the pit, one row in the gal- 
a three parts occupied, four indi- 
viduals in the upper boxes and about 
fifty orders in the lower, composed 
the su:n total of the audience on the 
Wednesday prior to the closing. No 
wonder then that the manager’s be- 
nefit,, announced for Monday, did 
not come off, and that the actors 
(such as were left) on attending for 
rehearsal on Saturday, with a view 
also to the treasury, found instead of 
taking any money from the theatre 
they were not allowed to take their 
wardrobes, an execution having been 
ut in for rent. This inconvenience 
owever has since been remedied, 
and the various members of the com- 
pany are again “ at large,” open to 
engagements elsewhere. 
ufficient has already been said 
by us in former numbers to show 
that we had no hope of Wallack’s 
management continuing; the cause 
of the failure too we have already 
pronounced ; but the rapid sequel to 
the first break-up may well give 
ema to the enquiry whether 
essrs. Anderson, Phelps, Vanden- 
hoff, Mrs. Warner, &c., were really 
the great “‘ sinners” at first repre- 
sented? So speedy a crash, and 
with such an undignified fall, at 
least evinces that there was some- 
thing rotten at the core of the ma- 
nagement even from the outset of 
the campaign ; the retirement of Mr 
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and Mrs. Keeley, Mrs. Nisbett, &c., | 


at the conclusion of the second brief 
season, left for the third effort the 


| 


very worst and most inefficient com- | 


pany ever seen on the boards of a 
national theatre; and how Wallack 
could for a moment have so beguiled 
himself as to attempt proceeding 
with such a company, it is astonish- 
ing to conceive. Even if all had 
been harmonious on the first. night 
of the French children’s appearance 
—even if there had been no shadow 
of pretence for attributing hostility 
to rival houses—the result which has 
arrived was inevitable. In taking 
leave, therefore, of Wallack and his 
management, we have only to ho 
we may “ never look upon the like 
again.” 

What may be done with the estab- 
lishment during the present winter 
it is of course impossible to say at 
present, We have an idea that the 
services of Madame Vestris and Mr. 
C. Mathews will be called into re- 
quisition in a managerial capacity, 
and should this prove to be the case, 
we may look forward even now to a 
good half-season. In the event of 
their taking it, some time must ne- 
cessarily elapse before the re-opening 
to give the management an opportu- 
nity for collecting a good company. 

A Christmas pantomime is almost 
out of the question, so much time 
having been lost, so that there are 
many disadvantages to encounter 
under any circumstances by whoever 
may undertake to guide the manage- 
Fial reins, 





—r 


THE HAYMARKET. 


GoLpsm1ta’s excellent comedy, ‘She 
stoops to Conquer,’ has been revived, 
and has drawn some.excellent houses. 
The audience appear to relish the 
performances with all the zest of 
novelty, Strickland’s Mr. Hardcastle 
is full of rich and natural humour. 
Mrs. Nesbitt, who has been added 
to the alieady efficient company, as 
Miss Hardcastle is pretty, arch, and 


¢ 








i 
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fascinating in the extreme ; and Mrs. 
Glover, as the old lady, is as ever, 
admirable. The part of young Mar- 
low was exceedingly well played by 
Mr. H. Holl; and Mr. Buckstone, as 
Tony Lambkin, gives a merry and 
laughable picture of the loutish 
young squire. 

The beautiful drama of. “ Victor 
and Hortense,” in which Webster 
acta with such feeling, is performed 
every night amidst great applause. 


ApELPH!.—A new drama of great 
interest was brought out at this the- 
atre on Monday last, called “ The 
Bohemian brothers, or the Rogues of 
Paris.” ‘The whole of the company 
are engaged init, and it was success- 
ful beyond any other piece that has 
been produced this season; the get- 
ting up of the piece has been attend- 
ed with great expence. We shall 
give some further particulars of this 
interesting drama in our next. 
O.ympic.—A new farce, entitled 
“ A Dey and a Knight, or 24 hours 
in Algiers,” was produced on .Mon- 
day, and was received with applause, 
In what the merits of ‘the fatce con- 
sisted to meet with a favorable recép- 
tion we were at a loss to discoyer, 
for besides being a tissue of impro- 
babilities, the dialogue was anything 
‘but spicy enough to contribute te 
the humor of a farce. ‘The principal 
‘business rested on the shoulders of 
Mr. Collins, he being an Irish Knight 
who creditably enough im sonates 
a variety of characters to deceive an 
Algerian Dey. ; 
IcTORIA.—The round of perfor- 
mances of the current week /hhae ~~ 
exceedingly attraative, bringing be- 
fore the public, in addition to the 
rincipal strength of the company, 
Cncludin Me Osbaldiston, ve 
incent, Nantz, Dale, &c.) Mr. 3 
Freer, who appeared on Monday in 
a new drama called “ The King of 
the Gypsies ; which, as well from the 
perticing jaktalents of the piece’as fhe 
le manner ip which it was 
met with deserved sueeess. A- 
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lice Auckland, which has been the 
leading entertainment each evening, 
followed alternately by the ‘* King of 
the Gypsies” and “ As You like It,” 
will probably keep a favoraSle post 
for some time. 

Sapter’s Wetis.—The entertain- 
ments here this week have been the 
production of Wilks’ new drama en- 
titled “ The Roll of the drum” which 
was first brought out at the Adelphi. 
Why it had so short a run there, we 
are at a loss to determine ; we thought 
it a very successful piece, and were 
of opinion that the acting throughout 
was exceedingly good. However, it 
has lost none of its interest at Sad- 
ler’s Wells: it is got up with care, 
and the acting of Marston, Bird, 
and W. H. Williams is all that can 
be wished for. Miss Rankley, who 
pereeee the character played by 

iss Woolgar at the Adelphi, dis- 
plays great judgment, and has added 
an interest to the part which the for- 
mer lady failedto do. Mrs. Barnett 
surprised us; this lady is improvin 
rapidly, and is a most useful an 
talented actress. The drama is well 
supported, and brings good houses. 
Another Jim Crow has found his way 
to this country,—a Mr. Pelham, who 
personates the nigger tribe in a very 
novel manner; his dancing is of a 
most singular description, and very 
superior to any other who has tried 
this line of character. He appears 
to be very young, although his per- 
formance appears to g ve general 
satisfaction. 


COUNTRY THEATRICALS. 
From our Correspondents. 


EpinsorGu.—On Thursday evening 
Mr. Betty appeared in Othello, and 
personated that very difficult charac- 





ter with good effect. Some of his 
bursts were powerful and impassion- 
ed, but we certainly prefer his level 
-acting, for he is apt to overstrain 
his voice in the more passionate 
parts, “Had We space, we cout e- 
numerate not a few points which this 











young performer gave with force and 
originality. No doubt there is room 
for improvement, but our pleasure is 
rather to notice beatties than dwell 
upon defects, especially when we 
feel that by study, practice, and 
care, they may be removed. Betty 
has a long career before him, and we 
trust he will improve the time. 

Batu.-—The theatre has been tak- 
en by Mr. Hooper, who has collected 
together an excellent company, con- 
sisting of Messrs. Anderson, Phelps, 
Keeley, Balls, and Mesdames War- 
ner, Keeley, and Ternan; together 
with several other metropolitan and 
provincial favorites. 

Newcastie. — It is understood 
that the new lessee, Mr. Munroe, of 
Bumingbam, intends reducing the 
prices of admission, with the con- 
sent of the proprietors. 

Brrmincuam. — Miss Helen Fau- 
cit, who created so great a sensation 
on Friday evening last, is engaged 
for five more nights, and will appear 
in several of those characters which 
she has rendered so peculiarly her 
own. The tragedy of the Patrician’s 
Daughter, and Serjeant Talfourd's 
Glencoe, are in a forward state of 
preparation. 

Tunsrince WeLis.—The ill-fated 
theatre here, after a lengthened ca- 
reer of bad business, is about to close 
its doors. The last star was Hervio 
Nano, who, alarmed at the beggarly 
account of empty benches, madehis 
exit before performing. But what 
could be expected of a town where 
Mrs Nisbett, Jane Mordaunt, and 
Phelps played to eight pounds! and 
Miss Helen Faucit and her brother, 
four nights, when the gross receipts 
amounted to only £10 16s,!! 

Dustin. — Mr, and Mrs. Wood 
have appeared this week in La Son- 
nambula,—the lady sustaining the 
partof Amina. Recent occurrences, 
and the discussions to which so many 
conflicting and contradictory state- 
ments give rise, have invested her 
with a new interest, distinct from 
that which she always commanded 
in her dramatic and operatic capacity. 
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MUSICAL MEMS. 


Lupivic Von Beethoven was borf at 
Bonn in 1700. Although he became 
totally deaf, he gave early indications 
of his genius; so much so, that the 
elector of Cologne sent him to study 
at Vienna, where he eventually set- 
tled. A short time previous to his 
death he became impressed with the 
idea of becoming destitute, and ap- 
plied to the Philharmonic Society of 
Saoden for assistance ; they accord- 
ingly sent him one hundred pounds. 
Kut strange to say, on his death, 
which took place on March the 26th 
1827, only ten days alter receiving 
this money, he was found to be pos- 
sessed of upwards of twelve hundred 
pounds. His greatest vocal compo- 
sition is “ The Mount of Olives.” 
He only produced one opera, “ Fide- 
lio,” first played by the German com- 
pany toa London audience in 1832, 
and in English at Drury Lane with 
Malibran in 1833. Besides these, 
he has left behind him instrumental 
compositions, exhibiting those high 
traits of genius which will ever ren- 
der them the delight aud pride of all 
generations. 





THE THEATRE. 
(Concluded from our last.) 
But let us search Behind the scenes 
of a theatre ; let us compare the shifts 
and manceuvres practised there with 
those that daily’ occur behind the 
scenes of life’s stage, and mark well 
the similarity they present. ‘lhere 
is the same shuffling and scheming 
to make an appearance before the 
world, as there is to make a ‘ debut’ 
before the audience of a theatre. 
People in the highest ranks of life 
(as regards the possession of wealth) 
often find it necessary to assume an- 
other character, Those in the lower 
station of life (as regards the want of 
wealth) seek to disguise their humble 
circumstances, The “ passingrich” 
man employs ostentation to bolster 
up hisname. The professional man 
exaggerates the amount of his prac- 


| tice, The merchant's capital is fic- 
| titious. The “ flourishing” trades- 
man has bankruptcy knocking at his 
door, And thus throughout all the 
grides of this busy world’s inhabit- 
ants do we find in duplicity the index 
to their transactions. The Theatre 
is the world’s mirror; it reflects the 
actions of men; it exposes vice, re- 
veres virtue; it works upon the mind 
a powerful moral influence ; it lifts 
up the veil that conceals iniquity ; 
and it displays the manner a cus- 
toms of all nations. 

An argument or two in support of 
the Theatre might well be advanced 
on the ground of it being an excel- 
lent means of relaxaticn, We know 
not why “ such things should be,” 
but somehow or other we go all by 
extremes now-a-days, We are not 
content to make labour a healthy re- 
creation ; no, we must work and work 
to get more and more money (as poor 
old Izaak Walton says) and are ac- 
tually affrighted at the idea of spend- 
ing a shilling or two on a playticket. 
But where is all this avarice to lead 
to? We are going as fast as railroad 
and steam can carry us to absolute, 
universal, and most detestable sla- 
very. Ourambition seems evidently 
directed to a consummation ‘not’ 
much to be wished, namely, that of 
becoming the workshop of the world. 
We are forging our own chains, and 
like that useful little insect, the silk 
worm, we are spinning away our en- 
trails and our resources for the ease 
and indulgence, the gratification and 
embellishment of all mankind, ex- 
cept ourselves, It used to be the 
practice to go to the theatre for the 
purpose of disencumbering oneself 
of the troubles that had been all the 
day accumulating on one’s mind— 
we used there to meet our friends 
and neighbours — those whom we 
knew and those whom we didn’t. We 
used to hear that truly national song 
“ Rule Britannia,” also “ God save 
the Queen,” together with sundry 
other loyal sentiments. But, alas, 








the “ times are changed.” Poor folks 














{ 
i 
| 


iif 
he 
4 5 
Mi 
ML 
2 ne 








358 THEATRICAL JOURNAL. 


have no money, and rich people no 
inclination for the theatre; and still 
worse, nobody seems to have time. 
Labourers, operatives, and mechan- 
ics who are in employment, toil hour 
after hour, “ from morn to noon, 
and from noon to dewy eve,” have 
no time for relaxation—no time for 
the theatre and a good old English 
comedy. And those who are out of 
employment, having no money, are 
very soon run out of loyalty, and 
they go and listen to revolutionary 
demagogues, who having nothing to 
Jose very sanguinely anticipate that 
any change would better their con- 
dition. Some people talk about the 
degeneration of the Theatre, as if 
it werea singular instance of neglect, 
but let us cast our eyes around us; 
point to any species of amusement, 
and the almost invariable answer is, 
“We can’t afford it—times are so 
bad.” Just for this reason, —that 
there is a strong tendency in one 
section of ** Young England” to get 
avaricious and miserly. Competi- 
tion, over-proeduction, and starving 
distress circulate now as naturally as 
the seasons. 

But the people of modern times 

the recreations of their ances- 
tors both frivolous and dangerous. 
Men in these times dislike exposi- 
tion, so they shun the Theatre, and 
goto Chapel. They seem to think 
that immorality exists.in a Theatre 
alone; the antiquated notions of 
Pope, Steele, Addison, Shakspeare, 
Milton, and others, have ‘been put 
aside, and a new code of moorality 
has been set up, 

But are we right, are we consist- 
ent in accusing the Theatre of moral 
imperfections, whilst the varied avo- 
cations of mankind are so tainted? 
Has it ever satisfactorily been proved 
that the Theatre is the disseminator 


of those evils which are imputed to 
it? We conceivenot, ‘The Theatre 


was not 0 despi in the time of 


the illustrious individuals we have 
just mentioned. When the play of 
“* Cato” was first produced, it was 





said by one whose authority in other 
matters admits not of dispute, that 
‘ The love of virtue which has been 
so warmly roused by this edmirable 
pieee (Cato) in all parts of the theatre 
is an unanswerable instance of how 
great ure the stage might be towards 
the improvement of the world, were 
it regarded and encouraged as much 
as it ought. * * * Speeches and 
sermons will ever suffer in some de- 
gree from the characters of those who 
make them; and mankind are so un- 
willing to reflect on what makes for 
their mortification that they are ever 
cavilling against the lives of those 
who speak ‘in the cause of goodness, 
to keep themselves in countenance, 
and continue in beloved infirmities. 
But in the case of the stage, envy 
and detraction are baffled, and none 
are offended, but all insensibly won 
by the personated characters, which 
they neither look upon as their rivals 
or superiors. Every man that has 
any degree of what is laudable ina 
theatrical character is secretly pleased 
and encouraged in the prosecution 
of that virtue without fancying any 
man about him has more of it.” 
These pure sentiments seem however 
to have lost weight by remaining on 
the shelf. It is the fashion to forget 
them and the associations to which 
they are affianced. But we ought 
not.to forget them. We ought not 
to forget that the uncovered ruins of 
Herculaneum and Pompeii disclosed 
Theatres, We ought not to forget 
that Thebes—ancient Thebes, “ with 
its hundred gates,” once contained 
a Theatre. We ought not to forget 
that Athenian labour was expended 
in erecting a Theatre. We ought not 
to forget that Rome had.its Theatres. 
We ought not to forget that “ All 
the world’s a. stage.” 





Chit Chat. 


A new opera -by Balfe, the libretta by 
Mr. Bunn, is in active preparation at the 
Lane, and will be uced as soon as 


| the present novelties have ceased to attract. 
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Donizetti’s opera of “ La Favorite” is 
in active rehearsal! at the same theatre. 

Mr. Hamilton Braham, second son to 
the “ Evergreen,” made his first appear- 
ance last week , and has appeared a second 
time. He possesses a bass voice of great 
compass, power, and dramatic expression. 
He is destined for the stage, for which 
his face and figure are well suited. 


The illness of Mr. Farren has taken a 
favorable turn, although it is still probable 
that some time must elapse ere he will be 
éntabled to resume his professional duties. 


We unde stand that Donizetti’s opera of 
“* Lucretia Borgia” will be produced in a 
few weeks at the Princess's Theatre. 


Another new opera by Benedict will 
be produced after Christmas, which has 
an excellent part for Mrs. Alfred Shaw 
and Borrani. We would recommend the 


product'on ef Giselle before the departure 
of Carlotta Grisi. 


Mr. and Mrs. C. Kean have been ful- 
filling an engagement at Brighton this 
week, The houses have been only mo- 
derately attended. 


The concerts conducted by Jullien at 
the English Opera House will be upon the 
most extensive scale, and all the favourite 
players are retained, as well as many new 
names who have not performed before. 


Carlotta Grisi and Petipa are expected 
to take their departure for Paris at the end 
of the month. The German operatic 
company, from the banks of the Rhine, 
we hear are expected to come over from 
Mayence early in the ensuing spring. 

Les Enfans Castelli, the French chil- 
dren whose speculation with Mr. Wallack 
turned out so disheartening, are going to 
appear at the Prinee’s (St. James's) The- 
atre, which from its size and omer is 
mach more adapted for the display of their 
talents than Covetit Garden. 


Mr. Duruset, for so many years a great 
favorite at Drury Lane and Covent Garden 
Teeatres, died on Monday afternoon, after 
a few months’ illness, in his fifty-second 
year. 


At Bankside, Southwark, Beaumont 
and Fletcher lived a wen having but 
one table and one wardrobe ; arid in ‘St. 
Saviour’s chursch-yard, Beaumont and 
Massinger tay ‘buried in One grave. 

Congreve died in Surrey-street, iu the 
Strand. 





Cross Readings. — Great attraction of 
— at the—Cider Cellars and Coal 
ole. 


Mademoiselle Grisi and Mons. Petipa 
will have the honour of dancing a pas de 
deux with—the industrious fleas at No, 
209, Strand. 


A grand Masquerade, being the last 
but one, will take place—on Sunday next 
at the Temp'e Church, which has. been 
re-opened for the occasion. 


Permanent employment wanted in a 
lucrative establishment by—Messrs, Van- 
denhoff, Phelps, and Anderson who, pos- 
sessing general knowledge of business, 
offer their services to an established firm. 


Ten thousand pounds wanted by—Mr. 
H. Wallack to establish—a vocal academy 
for—the Singing Mouse, 

Washing waited by—Les Enfans Cas- 
telli, who have made a decided hit. 

Dancing taught with privacy and expe- 
dition by—Messts, Strickland and Kean, 
and Mrs. C, Jones. 


Possibilities and Improbalities. — It is 
possible that the management of Covent 
Garden may be unable to keep on till 
Good Friday ; but if it does, it is not 
probable the present lessee will be able to 
demolish A. Bunn. 


It is possible that Harley might feel 
comfortable with a wife during the pre- 
sent winter, but it is not probable that 
he will warry Mrs. H. P. Grattan before 
New Year's Day. 


It is probable that Hammond may get a 
good sprinkling of “ shiners” by the wit- 
ticisms ef Punch, but it is not probable 
that the witty writers of Punch will get 
much by Hammond. 


It is possible that'Mr. James of the 
Victoria may have many fair admirers, 
but it is not probable that any will com- 
mit suicide for love of the“ youthful 
swain,” 


It is possible that Leman Rede may 
consider himself the first dramatic critic 
of ‘the day, but it is not probable the 
public can be gatamoned to coincide 
with him. 

It is possible that Widdicombe of Ast- 
leys is out of his teens; but it is not pro- 
bable that it was he who heard the verita- 
ble Richard III. exclaim, “ A norse, a 
norse, my kingdom for a norse 1” 

It is possible that many young sparks 




















have no money, and rich people no 
inclination for the theatre; and still 
worse, nobody seems to have time. 
Labourers, operatives, and mechan- 
ics who are in employment, toil hour 
after hour, “ from morn to noon, 
and from noon to dewy eve,” have 
no time for relaxation—no time for 
the theatre and a good old English 
comedy. And those who are out of 
employment, having no money, are 
very soon run out of loyalty, and 
they go and listen to revolutionary 
demagogues, who having nothing to 
Jose very sanguinely anticipate that 
any change would better their con- 
dition. Some people talk about the 
degeneration of the Theatre, as if 
it werea singular instance of neglect, 
but let us cast our eyes around us; 
point to any species of amusement, 
and the almost invariable answer is, 
“We can’t afford it—times are so 
bad.” Just for this reason, —that 
there is a strong tendency in one 
section of * Young England” to get 
avaricious and miserly. Competi- 
tion, over-preduction, and starving 
distress circulate now as naturally as 
the seasons. — 

But the people of modern times 

the recreations of their ances- 
tors both frivolous and dangerous. 
Men in these times dislike exposi- 
tion, so they shun the Theatre, and 
goto Chapel. They seem to think 
that immorality exists.in a Theatre 
alone; the antiquated notions of 
Pope, Steele, Addison, Shakspeare, 
Milton, and others, have been put 
aside, and a new code of ‘morality 
has been set up, 

But are we right, are we consist- 
ent in accusing the Theatre of moral 
imperfections, whilst the varied avo- 
cations of mankind are so tainted? 
Has it ever satisfactorily been proved 
that the Theatre is the disseminator 


of those evils which are imputed to | 
it? We conceivenot, ‘The Theatre 


was not go despised in the time of 
the illustrious individuals we have 
just mentioned. When the play of 
** Cato” was first produced, it was 
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said by one whose authority in other 

matters admits not of dispute, that 

“* The love of virtue which has been 

so warmly roused by this edmirable 
pieee (Cato) in all parts of the theatre 

Is an unanswerable instance of how 

great use the stage might be towards 

the improvement of the world, were 

it regarded and encouraged as much 

as it ought. * * * Speeches and 

sermons will ever suffer in some de- 

gree from the characters of those who 
make them; and mankind are so un- 
willing to reflect on what makes for 
their mortification that they are ever 
cavilling against the lives of those 
who speak ‘in the cause of goodness, 
to keep themselves in countenance, 
and continue in beloved infirmities. 
But in the case of the stage, envy 
and detraction are baffled, and none 
are offended, but all insensibly won 
by the personated characters, which 
they neither look upon as their rivals 
or superiors. Every man that has 
any degree of what is laudable ina 
theatrical character is secretly pleased 
and encouraged in the prosecution 
of that virtue without fancying any 
man about him has more of it.” 
These pure sentiments seem however 
to have lost weight by remaining on 
the shelf. It is the fashion to forget 
them and the associations to which 
they are affianced. But we ought 
not.to forget them. We ought not 
to forget that the uncovered ruins of 
Herculaneum and Pompeii disclosed 
Theatres, We ought not to forget 
that Thebes—ancient Thebes, “‘ with 
its hundred gates,” once contained 
a Theatre. We ought not to forget 
that Athenian labour was expended 
in erecting a Theatre. We ought not 
to forget that Rome had.its Theatres. 
We ought not to forget that “ All 
the world’s a. stage.” 


er 





Chit Chat. 


A new opera -by Balfe, the libretta by 
Mr. Bunn, is in active preparation at the 
Lane, and will be uced as soon as 


| the present novelties have ceased to attract. 
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Donizetti’s opera of * La Favorite” is 
in active rehearsal! at the same theatre. 

Mr. Hamilton Braham, second son to 
the “ Evergreen,” made his first appear- 
ance last week , and has appeared a second 
time. He possesses a bass voice of great 
compass, power, and dramatic expression. 
He is destined for the stage, for which 
his face and figure are well suited. 


The illness of Mr. Farren has taken a 
favorable turn, although it is still probable 
that some time must elapse ere he will be 
éttabled to resume his professional duties. 


We unde stand that Donizetti’s opera of 
** Lucretia Borgia” will be produced in a 
few weeks at the Princess's Theatre. 


Another new opera by Benedict will 
be produced after Christmas, which has 
an excellent part for Mrs. Alfred Shaw 
and Borrani. We would recommend the 
product'on ef Giselle before the departure 
of Carlotta Grisi. 


Mr. and Mrs. C. Kean have been ful- 
filling an engagement at Brighton this 
week. The houses have been only mo- 
derately attended. 


The concerts conducted by Jullien at 
the English Opera House will be upon the 
most extensive scale, and all the favourite 
players are retained, as well as many new 
names who have not performed before. 


Carlotta Grisi and Petipa are expected 
to take their departure for Paris at the end 
of the month. The German operatic 
company, from the banks of the Rhine, 
we hear are expected to come over from 
Mayence early in the ensuing spring. 

Les Enfans Castelli, the French chil- 
dren whose speculation with Mr. Wallack 
turned out so disheartening, are going to 
appear at the Prinee’s (St, James's) The- 
atre, which from its size and locality is 
mach more adapted for the display of their 
talents than Covetit Garden. 


Mr. Duruset, for so many years a great 
favorite at Drury Lane and Covent Garden 
Teeatres, died on Monday afternoon, after 
a few months’ illness, in his fifty-second 
year. 


At Bankside, Southwark, Beaumont 
and Fletcher lived ee having but 
one table and one wardrobe ; and in St. 
Saviour’s chursch-yard, Beaumont and 
Massinger tay ‘buried in One grave. 

Congreve died in Surrey-street, iu the 
Strand. 
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Cross Readings. — Great attraction 


of 
Punch at the—Cider Cellars and Coal 
Hole. 


Mademoiselle Grisi and Mons, Petipa 
will have the honour of dancing a pas de 
deux with—the industrious fleas at No, 
209, Strand. 

A grand Masquerade, being the last 
but one, will take place—on Sunday next 
at the Temp'e Church, which has. been 
re-opened for the occasion. 


Permanent employment wanted in a 
lucrative establishment by—Messrs, Van- 
denhoff, Phelps, and Anderson who, pos- 
sessing general knowledge of business, 
offer their services to an established firm. 


Ten thousand pounds wanted by—Mr. 
H. Wallack to establish—a vocal academy 
for—the Singing Mouse. 

Washing watited by—Les Enfans Cas- 
telli, who have made a decided hit. 

Dancing taught with privacy and expe- 
dition by—Messss, Striekland and Keao, 
and Mrs. C, Jones. 


Possibilities and Improbalities. — It is 
possible that the management of Covent 
Garden may be unable to keep on till 
Good Friday ; but if it does, it is not 
probable the present lessee will be able to 
demolish A. Bunn. 


It is possible that Harley might feel 
comfortable with a wife rg A he pre- 
sent winter, but it is not probable that 
he will warry Mrs. H. P. Grattan before 
New Year's Day. 


It is probable that Hammond may get a 
good sprinkling of “ shiners” by the wit- 
ticisms of Punch, but it is not probable 
that the witty writers of Punch will get 
much by Hammond. 


It is possible that ‘Mr. James of the 
Victoria may have many fair admirers, 
but it is not probable that any will com- 
mit suicide for love of the“ youthful 
swain.” 

It is possible that Lemam Rede may 
consider himself the first dramatic critic 
of ‘the day, but it is not probable the 
public can be gatamoned to ' coincide 
with him. 

It is poseible that Widdicombe of Ast- 
leys is out of his teens; but it is not pro- 
bable that it was he who heard the verita- 
ble Richard III. exclaim, “ A norse, a 
norse, my kingdom for a norse 1” 

It is possible that many young sparks 
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wou'd like to pay court te Miss Cooper, 
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but it is not probab'e that Mr. Sheftield | 


Lacy would like to a'low them. 


It is possible that Hicks would like an | 
engagement at Drury Lane, bit it is not | 


probable Bunn is in want of supernume- 
Taries, 


It is possible that Surrey Smith may Le 


| 


a water-drinker, Out it is not provatile | 


that he invariably imbibes aqua without 
alcuhol. 


A noble lord, not celebrated for pay- 





4 Subscriber,— Mr. H, Wallack is married 
to Miss Turpin, who still bearsther maiden 
name. 


W. B.-—-We gave the returns of Drury Lane 
aud Covent Garden up to 1840. e can- 
not give any further particulars at the pre- 
sent time, 

Brutus.— We must decline 'the offer, as it 
would not only be an unpleasant duty to 
us, but it would cause the parties much 
pain 

J. W.—In our next. 


| J. J. C.—We have known Mr. Nantz from a 


ing his debts, told an honest tradesman | 
whose insu!ence in requesting payment of | 
| All communications for the Editor to be 


an account had provoked him, that he 
would kick him toh—l. The reply was, 
“ Then if you do, I'll tell your father how 
you are spending his money.” 


Two gentlemen: standing. together as a 
young lady passed, one of them said, 
“There goes the handsomest woman I 
ever saw.” She, hearing him, turned and 
seeing that he was very ugly, answered, 
“*T wish, sir, I could in return say as 
much of you.” So you may, madam, 
and lie as I did.” 


The reprobate Lord Ross, being on his 
death bed, was desired by his chaplain to 


call on God, “1 will if I go that way, but 


‘Il don’t think | shail.” 


A fellow in a red jacket who may often 
be seen begging about the metropolis, fol- 
lowed a lady recently, and said, ‘If you 
don't relieve me I shall be compelled to 
do”—“ What?” asked the lady, at the 
same time giving him a shilling. Do 
what, why work, to be sure,” he impu- 
dently replied. 


Smyndirides of Sabyris used to sail 
about in his own galley with ahost of 
cooks, fishermen, and bird catchers. It 
was this person who could not sleep be- 
cause a rose leaf was doubled under him 
as he lay on his couch, and complained 
that the sight of a labourer making great 
exertions gave him the stomach ache! 


“ Ah, John Slocomb, my uncle has 
been in New York and yours hasn't” 
“ Well, what of that? my uncle’s been in 
gaol and yours hasp’t.” 

TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Isaac Snubbs,—Our correspondeut has taken 
great pains to shew his ignorance; his 
name should be Fudge. 

Enquirer.—Elliston was buried at the church 
in.the Waterloo Road about 10 years ago. 


| 
| 
| 





boy ; he was always considered talented; 
he wrote some excellent melo-dramas at a 
very early age. 


forwarded to the Printer, postpaid. 





ADVERTISEMENTS 


The RENDEZVOUS, 16 Brydges-st. 
Facing the Grand Entrance of the 
THEATRE KOYAL, DRURY LANR. 


T . W. WILLIAMS, (better known as 
a“ TAFFY,’’) from the “ Garkicn’s 
Hap” Hotel, Bow Street, and late of the 
well-known Boiled Beef House, in the Old 
Bailey, respectfully solicits the Patronage 
of the Public to the above, the arrangements 
of which will be found of the most unique 
character. 
BEEF! BEEF! BEEF! 

In-days of yore, L. W. W. gained the illus- 
trious appellation of “ The Gnome of Beef,’ 
and now throws down the Gauntlet with the 
intention of maintaining that high distinc- 
tion. 

“ The name of Williams and Boiled Beef 
is inseparable — Castor and Pollux, Damon 
and Pythias, or the Siamese Twins, could 
not have had a more friendly understanding 
than Williams and the Buttock of an Ox.” 
See Morning Post. 

It is intended in this Establishment to 
supply 

FOOD rortHe MILLION! | 
pe | being conducted on the most 
economical principles. — Soups, Luncheons, 
or Dinners, from 10 till 8; and moe at 
all hours.—Chops, Steaks, &c.—A Glass of 
splendid Ale, or Stout, and a Sandwich, 3d 
—Cigars, Coffee, Soda Water, Lemonade, 
and Ginger Beer. 
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